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of the day besides mj meals.....Why have
we no grace before spiritual repasts, a grace before reading the e Faerie Queene'....."z
I venture now the further statement, which I have yet not had time or chance to verify, that there are not wanting many signs and tokens of a steadily improving taste among the readers of popular literature.3
On the whole I confidently believe that the influence of popular literature is most beneficial to the highest interests of society, to the sacredest aims and ends of Christian truth. And I agree with an eminent Scotch divine4 that" when human thought and life are "spreading out into ever-widening circuits, the Christian ministry must seek to show itself a debtor to men of every class and character, and must endeavour to prove that there is no department
2  diaries Lamb's Works, vol. ii. p. 305 (1872).
3  Sinco the delivery of this sermon,! have boon, favoured "by the kindness of Mr. Charles Edward Mudio with statistics which witness (1) that reactors of " trashy " novels aro diminishing1 in number; (2) that novels with a social, philosophical, or religious purpose are growing in number and popularity j (3) that the, circulation of books in history, "biography, travel, &c., is larger than the circulation of "books in fiction.
4  Dr. John Ker, of Glasgow.